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Toy Car vs Real RC Car 

Have you ever wondered what the differences are between a 
toy RC car that can usually be bought for well under $100.00 
and a real RC car? We did too. So we bought a toy RC car for 
$70.00 from the local toy store and we did a comparison. 
 
The car we compared was one 
of our least expensive models, 
the Carisma 1/14 Nissan GT-R 
R35 (part number 
RTRCRSM14GTRR35) which 
retails for a little over 
A$100.00. 
 

 Toy Car Carisma RC Car 

Hand controller batteries AA batteries not included AA batteries included 

Car batteries AA batteries not included Rechargeable AA batteries 

included with charger 

Speed control Simple forward / reverse 

with no ability to vary 
speed. 

Fully adjustable speed 

control. You can slow down 
and speed up. 

Steering Simple full left or full right 

steering. 

Fully variable steering. Turn 

a little or a lot. 

Speed Single speed fairly slow.  Top speed about three times 

that of the toy car. 

Hand Control Trim No trim. When the wheels 
become out of alignment 

you just try to 

compensate with the hand 

controller which isn’t easy. 

Full trim adjustment. 
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 Toy Car Carisma RC Car 

Tyres Hard plastic Quality rubber. Can be 
replaced. 

Body Brittle plastic. Easy to 

break. Can not easily be 

removed from car and no 
replacement available. 

Quality pliable plastic which 

can take a reasonable knock 

without breaking. Held on 
by body clips and can easily 

be replaced. Spares 

available. 

Suspension None. Hobby shock absorbers. 

Fully replaceable. 

Spare Parts None available.  Full parts list available so 

you can replace damaged 

parts. 

 

So it’s clear that you get what you pay for. The added 
functions are worth much more than the difference in price, 
and the availability of spare parts will prolongue the life of the 
car and save you having to buy a whole new car when you 
have a crash.  
 
Add to this the more durable body and better control, and the 
likelihood of a car destroying crash with the real RC car is 
much less than with the toy car. 


